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during his long connection with them. None who ever saw
him will forget his venerable appearance, hiis long wllite hair
and short white beard, his ruddy complexion, hiis bright blue
eyes undimmed by nearly half a century of study, his
geniality, and his constitutional slhyness. The very few who
were intimate witlh him were astonished to find so much
sagacity, humour, and deep literary knowledge in a man of so
unassuming a character. He could tender excellent advice,
and hence was known to his friends, even when young, as the
" silent moniitor." Tlle finest part of his character was his
deep and faithful affection to those near to him. He never
married, but had during his last years the consolation of the
society of several near relatives, by whom he was profoundly
beloved. He was, says an eminent pllysician, tlle soul of
simple goodness, and fromi our profession no sweeter memory
thanlhis could pass into the shades.
The funeral took place on June 29th, at thie pretty rural

cemetery attaclhed to Newport Pagnel Parishl Churcli.

WE regret to annlounce the deatlh of Mr. Jolhn Potts, wlieh
took place on Junie 7tli, at Iiis residelnce in Sunderlanid. The
deceased was born in Bishopwearmoutlh in 1813, and in 1836
he took the diplomas of 1I.R.C.S.Eng. aind L.S.A. In the
same year lie commenced practice in Darlin-gtoin, where lie
remained for seven years, and then removed to Sunderland.
He was elected a member of the Sunderland Town Council in
185k, and in June, 1874, was elected an alderman, and sub-
sequently mayor. Mr. Potts was appointed a J.P. for the
borough in 1870. His funeral, wllicl took place on June 13tl,
was largely attended.
THE Australian papers report the deatlh of Mfr. IW. W.

Spencer, of Bathurst, New Soutlh W\rales, wlich took place on
May 1st. The deceased, wlho was born in Liverpool in 1846,
en-tered as a student the College of Medicine, Newcastle, and
took the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1867, and L.S.A. in 1868. In
1870 lie emigrated to Australia and settled in Sydney, where
lie secured a lucrative practice. He was compelled, how-
ever, to seek a warmer climate, and settled in Bathurst,where
for years lhe did service on the lhonorary medical staff of the
hiospital. He became a member of the municipal counicil,
alid in due time. aldermani and mayor. He leaves a widow
anid one child to nouriixlId loss.
THE deatlh is reported of Air. R. C. Heslop, at the advanced

age of 76. He took the diploma of L.R.C.S.Edin. in 1841, and
the degree of MI.D.Edin. in 1842. The deceased practised for
many years in Prestoin, but some years ago he retired and
weint to reside at West Liss, Hanits. Dr. Heslop was on a
visit to Preston when he died.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN tlhirty-tlhree of the lalgest Englislh towns. including London, 6,258births an-d 4,377 deatlhs were registered during the week ending Saturday,
June 24th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
increased in the preceding four weeks from 17.5 to 19.4 per 1,000, further
rose to 22.1 during the wveek under notice. The rates in the several
towns ranged from 11..5 in Norwich, 12.8 in Huddersfield, 14.4 in West
Ham, 14.6 in Briglhton, and 1.5.8 in Nottingham to 26.1 in Birkenhead, 26.6
in Manchester, 26.9 in Salford, 28.9 in Preston, and 32.9 in Liverpool. In
the thirty-two provincial towIns the imiean death-rate was 21.8 per 1,000,
and was 0.8 below the rate recorded in London, whicih was 22.6 per 1,000.The 4,377 deatlhs registeci-d dur-in the week under notice in the thil-ty-
thlree townis inieluded 924 wlhich wvere referred to the principal zymotic
diseases, against 473 and 676 in the preceding two weeks; of these, 496
resulted fromii diarrhlea., 128 from measles. 95 from whloopilng-cough, 86
from diplthelria, 54 fromii scarlet fever, 41 from "fever" (prinicipally
enteric), anid 24 fronii smiiall-pox. These 924 deaths were equal to anianniual rate of 4.7 per 1,000; in Londoii the zymotic death-rate was equal
to 5.0 per 1,000, while it averaged 4.4 in the thirty-two provincial towns.
No death from any of these zymiiotic diseases was registered last week in
Huddersfield; in the otler towns they caused the lowest death-rates in
Swansea, Sunderland, anid Oldham, and the highest rates in Salford,
Liverpool, Birkenhead, Leicester, and Preston. Measles showed the
highest proportional fatality in Plymouth, Bradford, Manchester, New-
castle-upon-Tyne, Cardiff, Blackburn, and Preston; scarlet fever in
Norwich and Burnley; whooping-cough in Leeds, Hull, and Plymouth;
and diarrhcea in Cardiff, Sheffield, Bolton, Salford, Liverpool, Preston,Birkenlhiead, and Leicester. The mortality from "fever" showed no
marked excess in any of the large towns. The 86 deaths from diphtheria
included 68 in London, 3 in Croydon, and 3 in Manchester. Eleven fatal

cases of small-pox were registered in Londoni, 4 in Bradford, 2 in Bir-
mingham, 2 in Oldham, 2 in Halifax, and 1 each in West Ham, Birken-
head, and Manchester; 410 smnall-pox patienits were under treatment in
the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in the Highlgate Small-pox
Hospital on Saturday last, Junie 24tli, against numbers declining froiii 570
to 490 at the end of the precedinig six weeks; 59 inew cases were admiitted
during the week, against 110, 80, and 105 in the preceding tliree weeks.
The number of scarlet fever patients in the Metropolitan Asylum
Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital was 2,699, against numlbers
increasing from 2,024 to 2,681 on the preceding tenl Saturdays; 309 new
cases were admitted during the week, against 313, 290. and 264 in the pre-
ceding three weeks. The 2.52 deaths referred to diseases of the respira-
tory organs in London were 38 above the average, and were equal to anl
annual rate of 3.0 per 1,000.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week endinig Saturday, Junie 24tli, 971 births aiid 621 deatls
were registered in eight of the pr-incipal Scotchl towns. The annual rate
of imiortality in these townis. wlichl lhad becii 21.1 anld 20.2 per 1,000 in the
preceding two weeks, rose againi to 22.0 durinig the week under notice,
and almost corresponded witlh the imiean rate durilng the same period in
the thirty-tlhree lalge Englislh townis. Amiiong these Scotch towns the
lowest rates were 11.7 in Leitli anid 17.7 in Edinburglh, anid the highest
rates 24.1 in Dundee and 34.8 in Greenock. The 621 deaths in these towns
inieluded 127 whiclh were referred to the principal zymuotic diseases, equal
to an aninual rate of 4.5 per 1,000, whiclh wvas slightly below the mean
zyinotic death-rate during the same period in the large Eniglish towns.
The highest zyiiotic death-rates were recorded in Edinburgh, Glasgow,
anid Greenock. The 309 deatlhs registered in Glasgow included 31 froim
diarrhcea, 29 fromii measles, anid 4 from diphtheria. Seventeen fatal cases
of iiieasles were recorded in Greenock. The death-rate fromii diseases of
the respiratory organis in these towns was equal to 3.5 per 1,000, against
3.0 in Lonidon.

HEALTH OF IRISII TOWNS.
IN sixtecii of the principal towvni-districts of Ireland tlle deaths registered
during the week cending Saturday, June 17tlh, welre equal tq an anniual
-ate of 24.2 pel 1,000. The lowest rates were recorded in Newry anid
Droglieda, aiid the hiighest rates in Dublini aimd Galway. Tllc death-rate
froni the principal zyinotic diseases averaged 3.0 pei 1,ooo. The 189 deaths
re istered in Dublin were equal to anl animual rate of 28.2 peci 1,000 (against
27.3 and 23.7 in the preceding two weeks), the rate durinig the same peliod
being 19.1 in London and 17.2 in Edinburgh. The 18.9 deaths in Dubliii
iiieluded 21 which were refelrred to the principal zyimotic diseases (equal
to ani annual rate of 3.1 per 1,000), of whiclh 9 resulted from whooping-
couglh. 4 from iiicasles, 3 froimi typhoid fever, 3 fromii diarrlhcea, and 2 froni
scarlet fever.

VACCINATION IN IRELAND.
DURING the Maarch quarter 15,634 persons were successfully vaccinated;
in 3,612 cases the operation was postponied, aiid twenty children were
reported as insusceptible of vaccinatioii. The deatlhs of 1,625 unvac-
cimiated cllildren during the quarter under 3 mouotlhs old were registered,
miiaking a total of 20,891 childrell with regard to whom particulars as to
vaccimiation were ascertained.

AN INFECTIOUS HIOSPITAL FOR FELIXSTOWE.
THE resolutioni to provide an infectious hospital at Felixstowe was not
recorded witlhout soiiie opposition. The old argument as to the health of
the district not calling for aii infectious diseases hospital was brought
forward, as well as the question of raslh expeniditure of public funds. It
is satisfactory, however, to know that the large majority of the local
board had apparently concluded that the best mode of securing a con-
tinuance of iiniiiuiiity from disease prevalence is to be prepared to deal
promptly with the first cases of infectious sickness; this being, more-
over, a mtieasure of true economy in every sense of the word. The pio-
posal to borrow the needed sum at thelands of the Local Government
Board will ensure the erection of buildings of good design.

CERTIFICATES OF FREEDOM FROMI INFECTION.
VARIOLA asks for enlightenmlient oni the following case: A vagrant is

tr-eated for small-pox, isolated, etc. When conisidered by the medical
officer of lhealth who is also his medical attendant, to be free from in-
fectiveness, is i; customary or part of his duty to certify in writing to
that effect, in order to enable him to travel by public conveyance, and
can a railway company refuse to allow him to travel without such
certificate ?
*** The question is eouched in very general termiis, and we must refer

our correspondent to Sectionis 126 and 127 of the Public Health Act. It
is not clear why our correspondent slhould be conicerned in the matter
at all in his capacity as medical officer of lhealtlh. If, as would appear
to be implied, lhe was the Poor-law medical officer in clharge of tllc
case, and was satisfied the patient was free from inifection, there seems
to be no reasoni why he slhould not lhave certified to that effect. In

view of the responsibility inlcurred, uiider Sectioni 127 of time Act, by
the owner of a public conveyance in wlicl a person suffering from a

dangerous infectious disorder is conveyed, time railway companiy cail
scarcely be deemed to lhave acted unireasoniably iii making iniquiry as to
whether or no time patient was free from infection.

PRESENTATION.-Upon the occasion of the distribution 'of
certificates to the successful students of the Tyldesley
Miners' Ambulance Class, Dr. Neech was presented bythe
class with a handsome pair of bronze ornaments in appre-
ciation of his services as instructor.


